Public Street Trees: Responsibilities

Chapter 7.16

7.16.200 Abutting Owner’s Duty to Right-of-way.

A. Duty. Abutting Owners are responsible for Maintaming the Trees and Shrubs within or
encroaching within the abutting Right-of-way 1n a manner which promotes safe and
healthy Trees and Shrubs and which protects the health safety, and welfare of the public
with respect to the same  The Abutting Property Owners shall not allow such Trees and
Shrubs to hinder or obstruct the Right-of-way, create a Nuisance, or threaten life or
property within the Right-of-way. When applicable, this duty shall also include the
responsibility to remove Shrubs within the abuiting Fight-of-way. Whenever the
Commumty Services Division or the City Forester determunes that any such Tree or
Shrub endangers, hinders or obstructs the use of the Right-of-way. 15 a Nuisance, or in
any other way endangers the public health safety and welfare, the Commmunity Services
Division shall 1ssue a notice of violation to order the Maimntenance of the Tree or Shrub
by the Owner. (See Sections 7.16.205 and 7.16.208.)

B. City Assistance. An Abuthing Owner may contact the City Forester to request the City's
assistance with the removal of a diseased, hazardous, or dead Tree in the Right-of-way.
Diseased Trees are those diagnosed by the City Forester as having a ighly contagious
disease that could have catastrophic effects upon the City's Trees. An Abutting Owner
may also request the City’s assistance with the removal of storm damage from Right-of-
way Trees to ensure that the Right-of-way is kept clear for vehicular and pedestrian
traffic and that public safety, health and welfare 15 mamtained.

(History: Ord. TP-3025 §9. 2014; TP-2032 §9. 97; TP-1289 §12. 85)

This states that the City will only remove trees that are dead/dying
and therefore create a hazardous situation for residents. Residents
are responsible for the maintenance of the trees including treating for
EAB (if desired) and keeping limbs clear for pedestrian and vehicle
traffic.

Since the trees in the neighborhood are alive, they do not qualify for
removal by the City.




Public Street Trees: Replacements
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Currently the City strives to replace each tree that is removed by the
City. Species are selected based on what the resident would like to

see, and that are deemed appropriate for our area and for potential to
live next to a street/sidewalk. These species are listed on the
Approved Tree List for Street Right-of-Ways in Overland Park

booklet.

The ability to replace trees is limited by budget, and availability of
species and quantity at local nurseries.

http://www.opkansas.org/resident-resources/residential-property-maintenance/p
roperty-maintenance-tips/approved-trees-for-planting/
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Red/Orange
Fall Color

Black gum - Nyssa

Sylvatica
o  Shade tree; ~45ft mature
height

o orange/red fall color

Serviceberry -

Amelanchier grandiflora

o  Not shade tree; ~25ft mature
height
o  Excellent wildlife value

John Pair “Caddo”
sugar maple - Acer

saccharum

Vibrant red fall color
Hardy sugar maple

o Beware for diversity: is
another maple species = not
recommend for this reason

Yellow Fall Color

Ginkgo biloba

o  Select a seedless variety

o  Very low maintenance tree

o  Very slow growing; shade
tree ~50ft mature height

Goldenrain tree -

Koelreuteria paniculata

o  Yellow flowers
o  Not a shade tree; ~35ft
mature height

American linden - Tilia
americana - or Silver

linden - Tilia tomentosa
o  Shade tree; ~50ft mature
height
o  Low maintenance tree
o  Flowers are good for bees
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Design Ideas

Cul-de-sacs off 147th Street = all one species

e Black gum to match the red of the red maple

Line Carter Street and Grant Street &/or Grant Lane with one species

e Pacific Sunset maple

Cul-de-sacs off Carter Street = all one species

e Ginkgo or Goldenrain tree to match the yellow/orange of the
sunset maple



